Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah

Daniel 1:1
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

2 Kings 23:36-37

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years
in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 37 And
he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his fathers had done.

Daniel: "God is my judge"
Belteshazzar = "lord of the straitened's treasure"

Hananiah = "God has favoured"
Shadrach = "royal" or "the great scribe"

Mishael = "who is what God is"
Meshach = "guest of a king"

Azariah = "Jehovah has helped"
Abed-nego = "servant of Nebo"

Nabu, biblical Nebo, major god in the Assyro-Babylonian pantheon. He was patron of the art of
writing and a god of vegetation. Nabu's symbols were the clay tablet and the stylus, the
instruments held to be proper to him who inscribed the fates assigned to men by the gods.

Daniel 1:8 (KJV) 8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

The king’s food was not prepared kosher under the Law and the meat was offered to idols.

1 Corinthians 10:20-22

But | say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God:
and | would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. 21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the
Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.
22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

Daniel 1:9-10

Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. 10
And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, | fear my lord the king, who hath appointed
your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children
which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king.



Proverbs 16:6-9 (KJV) 6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men
depart from evil. 7 When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at
peace with him. 8 Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right. 9 A
man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.

Acts 15:12-23

Then all the multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what
miracles and wonders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them. 13 And after they had
held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 14 Simeon
hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his
name. 15 And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 16 After this | will return,
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and | will build again the ruins
thereof, and | will set it up: 17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 18 Known
unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world. 19 Wherefore my sentence is, that
we trouble not them, which from among the Gentiles are turned to God: 20 But that we write
unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things
strangled, and from blood. 21 For Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach him,
being read in the synagogues every sabbath day. 22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders,
with the whole church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief men among the brethren: 23 And
they wrote letters by them after this manner; The apostles and elders and brethren send
greeting unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia:

Daniel 1:17-21

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 Now at the end of the days that the king
had said he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before
Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none
like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. 20 And in all
matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 21 And Daniel
continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus.

The Chaldeans, a group of learned Babylonians who taught all the arts and sciences of that day,
became the spokesmen for all the others.

Daniel 2:48-49

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler
over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of
Babylon. 49 Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the king.

Daniel 3



