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10 Signs We Will See Before Jesus Returns Part 6 
 
Every area throughout human history has had a documented beginning and end, 
and the period in which we live is no different. It had an official beginning and it 
will have an official close. ~Rick Renner~ 
 
Luke 21:7  
And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things be? and what sign 
will there be when these things shall come to pass? 
 
Matthew 24:3  
And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, 
saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world? 
 
Sign, Gr. Semeion (say-mi'-on) 
 

1. a sign, mark, token  
a. that by which a person or a thing is distinguished from others and is 

known  
b. a sign, prodigy, portent, i.e. an unusual occurrence, transcending the 

common course of nature  
1. of signs portending remarkable events soon to happen  
2. of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men 

sent by him, or by which men prove that the cause they are 
pleading is God's 

 
Luke 21:5-11 (NLT) 5 Some of his disciples began talking about the majestic 
stonework of the Temple and the memorial decorations on the walls. But Jesus 
said, 6 “The time is coming when all these things will be completely demolished. 
Not one stone will be left on top of another!” 
7 “Teacher,” they asked, “when will all this happen? What sign will show us that 
these things are about to take place?” 
8 He replied, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, for many will come in my name, 
claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and saying, ‘The time has come!’ But don’t believe 
them. 9 And when you hear of wars and insurrections, don’t panic. Yes, these 
things must take place first, but the end won’t follow immediately.” 10 Then he 
added, “Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 
There will be great earthquakes, and there will be famines and plagues in many 
lands, and there will be terrifying things and great miraculous signs from heaven. 
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Ten signs of Christ's coming at the end of this age (Lk. 21:8-11): 
1. Deceptions: 
2. Many false Christs  
3. Wars  
4. Commotions (confusion)  

 (Gr. akatastasia (ak-at-as-tah-see'-ah) - instability, a state of disorder, 
disturbance, confusion. It was used in New Testament times to 
describe civil disobedience, disorder, and anarchy in a city, state, or 
government. 

 James 3:16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and 
every evil work. 

1) Envying- zelos - a fierce desire to promote one’s own ideas and 
convictions to the exclusion of everyone else. This word is 
where we get the word zealot, which describes a person who is 
so fixated, obsessed, and fanatical about his own cause that 
others perceive him as an extremist on the threshold of 
becoming militant. 

2) Gal 5:20, ‘works of the flesh’ - emulations 
3) Strife (eritheia) – faction – a political party fighting for their 

own view, have to be right: — contention 
4) Confusion- again, describes civil disobedience, disorder, 

and anarchy in a city, state, or government. By using this word, 
James explicitly tells us that when situations of strife and 
discord are allowed to persist, an atmosphere of anarchy sets in 
and begins to destroy the relationships once loved and 
cherished. Rational thinking is replaced by raw emotions, and 
people end up getting hurt. 

5) Evil (phaûlos)-  mean, worthless, of no account, ethically, bad, 
base, wicked 

 The word “evil” is from the word phaulos, describing 
something that is terribly bad or exceedingly vile. We get 
the word “foul” from this Greek word. James is saying 
that where envy and strife are permitted to operate, thus 
producing confusion and anarchy in relationships, they 
ultimately yield a foul-smelling situation! 

 John 3:20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be 
reproved. 

5. World wars  
6. Great earthquakes 



 3

7. Famines  
 Luke 21:11 (NLT) 11 There will be great earthquakes, and there will 

be famines and plagues in many lands, and there will be terrifying 
things and great miraculous signs from heaven. 

 Matthew 24:7 (NLT) 7 Nation will go to war against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in 
many parts of the world. 

 Mark 13:8 (NLT) 8 Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in many parts of the 
world, as well as famines. But this is only the first of the birth pains, 
with more to come. 

 Revelation 6:5-6 (NLT) 5 When the Lamb broke the third seal, I heard 
the third living being say, “Come!” I looked up and saw a black horse, 
and its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a 
voice from among the four living beings say, “A loaf of wheat bread 
or three loaves of barley will cost a day’s pay. And don’t waste the 
olive oil and wine.” 

 Revelation 7:16 (NLT) 16 They will never again be hungry or thirsty; 
they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun. 

8. Pestilences  
 Luke 21:11 (NLT) 11 There will be great earthquakes, and there will 

be famines and plagues in many lands, and there will be terrifying 
things and great miraculous signs from heaven. 

 Matthew 24:7 (NLT) 7 Nation will go to war against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in 
many parts of the world. 

 Revelation 6:8 (NLT) 8 I looked up and saw a horse whose color was 
pale green. Its rider was named Death, and his companion was the 
Grave. These two were given authority over one-fourth of the earth, to 
kill with the sword and famine and disease and wild animals. 

 Revelation 9:5 (NLT) 5 They were told not to kill them but to torture 
them for five months with pain like the pain of a scorpion sting. 

 Revelation 9:18 (NLT) 18 One-third of all the people on earth were 
killed by these three plagues—by the fire and smoke and burning 
sulfur that came from the mouths of the horses. 

 Revelation 16:2 (NLT) 2 So the first angel left the Temple and poured 
out his bowl on the earth, and horrible, malignant sores broke out on 
everyone who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his 
statue. 
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9. Fearful sights  
 Luke 21:11 (NLT) 11 There will be great earthquakes, and there will 

be famines and plagues in many lands, and there will be terrifying 
things and great miraculous signs from heaven. 

 Matthew 24:21-22 (NLT) 21 For there will be greater anguish than at 
any time since the world began. And it will never be so great again. 22 
In fact, unless that time of calamity is shortened, not a single person 
will survive. But it will be shortened for the sake of God’s chosen 
ones. 

 Mark 13:19-20 (NLT) 19 For there will be greater anguish in those 
days than at any time since God created the world. And it will never 
be so great again. 20 In fact, unless the Lord shortens that time of 
calamity, not a single person will survive. But for the sake of his 
chosen ones he has shortened those days. 

 Revelation 6:8-17 (NLT) 8 I looked up and saw a horse whose color 
was pale green. Its rider was named Death, and his companion was the 
Grave. These two were given authority over one-fourth of the earth, to 
kill with the sword and famine and disease and wild animals. 9 When 
the Lamb broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all 
who had been martyred for the word of God and for being faithful in 
their testimony. 10 They shouted to the Lord and said, “O Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge the people who 
belong to this world and avenge our blood for what they have done to 
us?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them. And they were 
told to rest a little longer until the full number of their brothers and 
sisters—their fellow servants of Jesus who were to be martyred—had 
joined them. 12 I watched as the Lamb broke the sixth seal, and there 
was a great earthquake. The sun became as dark as black cloth, and 
the moon became as red as blood. 13 Then the stars of the sky fell to 
the earth like green figs falling from a tree shaken by a strong wind. 
14 The sky was rolled up like a scroll, and all of the mountains and 
islands were moved from their places. 15 Then everyone—the kings 
of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the wealthy, the powerful, and 
every slave and free person—all hid themselves in the caves and 
among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they cried to the mountains 
and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who 
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb. 17 For the great 
day of their wrath has come, and who is able to survive?” 



 5

 Revelation 8:7 - 9:21 (NLT) 7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and 
hail and fire mixed with blood were thrown down on the earth. One-
third of the earth was set on fire, one-third of the trees were burned, 
and all the green grass was burned. 8 Then the second angel blew his 
trumpet, and a great mountain of fire was thrown into the sea. One-
third of the water in the sea became blood, 9 one-third of all things 
living in the sea died, and one-third of all the ships on the sea were 
destroyed. 10 Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star 
fell from the sky, burning like a torch. It fell on one-third of the rivers 
and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star was Bitterness. It 
made one-third of the water bitter, and many people died from 
drinking the bitter water. 12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, 
and one-third of the sun was struck, and one-third of the moon, and 
one-third of the stars, and they became dark. And one-third of the day 
was dark, and also one-third of the night. 13 Then I looked, and I 
heard a single eagle crying loudly as it flew through the air, “Terror, 
terror, terror to all who belong to this world because of what will 
happen when the last three angels blow their trumpets.” [The Fifth 
Trumpet Brings the First Terror] 1 Then the fifth angel blew his 
trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen to earth from the sky, and he 
was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 When he 
opened it, smoke poured out as though from a huge furnace, and the 
sunlight and air turned dark from the smoke.3 Then locusts came from 
the smoke and descended on the earth, and they were given power to 
sting like scorpions. 4 They were told not to harm the grass or plants 
or trees, but only the people who did not have the seal of God on their 
foreheads. 5 They were told not to kill them but to torture them for 
five months with pain like the pain of a scorpion sting. 6 In those days 
people will seek death but will not find it. They will long to die, but 
death will flee from them!7 The locusts looked like horses prepared 
for battle. They had what looked like gold crowns on their heads, and 
their faces looked like human faces. 8 They had hair like women’s 
hair and teeth like the teeth of a lion. 9 They wore armor made of iron, 
and their wings roared like an army of chariots rushing into battle. 10 
They had tails that stung like scorpions, and for five months they had 
the power to torment people. 11 Their king is the angel from the 
bottomless pit; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, 
Apollyon—the Destroyer.12 The first terror is past, but look, two 
more terrors are coming![The Sixth Trumpet Brings the Second 
Terror] 13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice 
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speaking from the four horns of the gold altar that stands in the 
presence of God. 14 And the voice said to the sixth angel who held 
the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great 
Euphrates River.” 15 Then the four angels who had been prepared for 
this hour and day and month and year were turned loose to kill one-
third of all the people on earth. 16 I heard the size of their army, 
which was 200 million mounted troops. 17 And in my vision, I saw 
the horses and the riders sitting on them. The riders wore armor that 
was fiery red and dark blue and yellow. The horses had heads like 
lions, and fire and smoke and burning sulfur billowed from their 
mouths. 18 One-third of all the people on earth were killed by these 
three plagues—by the fire and smoke and burning sulfur that came 
from the mouths of the horses. 19 Their power was in their mouths 
and in their tails. For their tails had heads like snakes, with the power 
to injure people. 20 But the people who did not die in these plagues 
still refused to repent of their evil deeds and turn to God. They 
continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, 
stone, and wood—idols that can neither see nor hear nor walk! 21 
And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts. 

 Revelation 11:5-6 (NLT) 5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire flashes 
from their mouths and consumes their enemies. This is how anyone 
who tries to harm them must die. 6 They have power to shut the sky 
so that no rain will fall for as long as they prophesy. And they have 
the power to turn the rivers and oceans into blood, and to strike the 
earth with every kind of plague as often as they wish. 

 Revelation 16:1-17)  
10. Great signs from heaven  

 Luke 21:11 (NLT) 11 There will be great earthquakes, and there will 
be famines and plagues in many lands, and there will be terrifying 
things and great miraculous signs from heaven. 

 Revelation 6:12-17 (NLT) 12 I watched as the Lamb broke the sixth 
seal, and there was a great earthquake. The sun became as dark as 
black cloth, and the moon became as red as blood. 13 Then the stars 
of the sky fell to the earth like green figs falling from a tree shaken by 
a strong wind. 14 The sky was rolled up like a scroll, and all of the 
mountains and islands were moved from their places. 15 Then 
everyone—the kings of the earth, the rulers, the generals, the wealthy, 
the powerful, and every slave and free person—all hid themselves in 
the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they cried to 
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the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of 
the one who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb. 17 For 
the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to survive?” 

 Revelation 8:7 - 9:21 (NLT) 7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and 
hail and fire mixed with blood were thrown down on the earth. One-
third of the earth was set on fire, one-third of the trees were burned, 
and all the green grass was burned. 8 Then the second angel blew his 
trumpet, and a great mountain of fire was thrown into the sea. One-
third of the water in the sea became blood, 9 one-third of all things 
living in the sea died, and one-third of all the ships on the sea were 
destroyed. 10 Then the third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star 
fell from the sky, burning like a torch. It fell on one-third of the rivers 
and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star was Bitterness. It 
made one-third of the water bitter, and many people died from 
drinking the bitter water. 12 Then the fourth angel blew his trumpet, 
and one-third of the sun was struck, and one-third of the moon, and 
one-third of the stars, and they became dark. And one-third of the day 
was dark, and also one-third of the night. 13 Then I looked, and I 
heard a single eagle crying loudly as it flew through the air, “Terror, 
terror, terror to all who belong to this world because of what will 
happen when the last three angels blow their trumpets.” [The Fifth 
Trumpet Brings the First Terror] 1 Then the fifth angel blew his 
trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen to earth from the sky, and he 
was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 When he 
opened it, smoke poured out as though from a huge furnace, and the 
sunlight and air turned dark from the smoke. 3 Then locusts came 
from the smoke and descended on the earth, and they were given 
power to sting like scorpions. 4 They were told not to harm the grass 
or plants or trees, but only the people who did not have the seal of 
God on their foreheads. 5 They were told not to kill them but to 
torture them for five months with pain like the pain of a scorpion 
sting. 6 In those days people will seek death but will not find it. They 
will long to die, but death will flee from them! 7 The locusts looked 
like horses prepared for battle. They had what looked like gold crowns 
on their heads, and their faces looked like human faces. 8 They had 
hair like women’s hair and teeth like the teeth of a lion. 9 They wore 
armor made of iron, and their wings roared like an army of chariots 
rushing into battle. 10 They had tails that stung like scorpions, and for 
five months they had the power to torment people. 11 Their king is the 
angel from the bottomless pit; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in 
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Greek, Apollyon—the Destroyer. 12 The first terror is past, but look, 
two more terrors are coming! [The Sixth Trumpet Brings the Second 
Terror] 13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice 
speaking from the four horns of the gold altar that stands in the 
presence of God. 14 And the voice said to the sixth angel who held 
the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at the great 
Euphrates River.” 15 Then the four angels who had been prepared for 
this hour and day and month and year were turned loose to kill one-
third of all the people on earth. 16 I heard the size of their army, 
which was 200 million mounted troops. 17 And in my vision, I saw 
the horses and the riders sitting on them. The riders wore armor that 
was fiery red and dark blue and yellow. The horses had heads like 
lions, and fire and smoke and burning sulfur billowed from their 
mouths. 18 One-third of all the people on earth were killed by these 
three plagues—by the fire and smoke and burning sulfur that came 
from the mouths of the horses. 19 Their power was in their mouths 
and in their tails. For their tails had heads like snakes, with the power 
to injure people. 20 But the people who did not die in these plagues 
still refused to repent of their evil deeds and turn to God. They 
continued to worship demons and idols made of gold, silver, bronze, 
stone, and wood—idols that can neither see nor hear nor walk! 21 
And they did not repent of their murders or their witchcraft or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts. 

 Revelation 16 (NLT) 1 Then I heard a mighty voice from the Temple 
say to the seven angels, “Go your ways and pour out on the earth the 
seven bowls containing God’s wrath.” 2 So the first angel left the 
Temple and poured out his bowl on the earth, and horrible, malignant 
sores broke out on everyone who had the mark of the beast and who 
worshiped his statue. 3 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on 
the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse. And everything in 
the sea died. 4 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers 
and springs, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel who had 
authority over all water saying, “You are just, O Holy One, who is and 
who always was, because you have sent these judgments. 6 Since they 
shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, you have given 
them blood to drink. It is their just reward.” 7 And I heard a voice 
from the altar, saying, “Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, your 
judgments are true and just.” 8 Then the fourth angel poured out his 
bowl on the sun, causing it to scorch everyone with its fire. 9 
Everyone was burned by this blast of heat, and they cursed the name 
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of God, who had control over all these plagues. They did not repent of 
their sins and turn to God and give him glory. 10 Then the fifth angel 
poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom was 
plunged into darkness. His subjects ground their teeth in anguish, 11 
and they cursed the God of heaven for their pains and sores. But they 
did not repent of their evil deeds and turn to God. 12 Then the sixth 
angel poured out his bowl on the great Euphrates River, and it dried 
up so that the kings from the east could march their armies toward the 
west without hindrance. 13 And I saw three evil spirits that looked 
like frogs leap from the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false 
prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits who work miracles and go out to 
all the rulers of the world to gather them for battle against the Lord on 
that great judgment day of God the Almighty. 15 “Look, I will come 
as unexpectedly as a thief! Blessed are all who are watching for me, 
who keep their clothing ready so they will not have to walk around 
naked and ashamed.” 16 And the demonic spirits gathered all the 
rulers and their armies to a place with the Hebrew name Armageddon. 
17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air. And a 
mighty shout came from the throne in the Temple, saying, “It is 
finished!” 18 Then the thunder crashed and rolled, and lightning 
flashed. And a great earthquake struck—the worst since people were 
placed on the earth. 19 The great city of Babylon split into three 
sections, and the cities of many nations fell into heaps of rubble. So 
God remembered all of Babylon’s sins, and he made her drink the cup 
that was filled with the wine of his fierce wrath. 20 And every island 
disappeared, and all the mountains were leveled. 21 There was a 
terrible hailstorm, and hailstones weighing as much as seventy-five 
pounds fell from the sky onto the people below. They cursed God 
because of the terrible plague of the hailstorm. 

 Joel 2:30-32 (NLT) 30 And I will cause wonders in the heavens and 
on the earth— blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun will 
become dark, and the moon will turn blood red before that great and 
terrible day of the Lord arrives. 32 But everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved, for some on Mount Zion in Jerusalem 
will escape, just as the Lord has said. These will be among the 
survivors whom the Lord has called. 

 Acts 2:19-21 (NLT) 19 And I will cause wonders in the heavens 
above and signs on the earth below—blood and fire and clouds of 
smoke. 20 The sun will become dark, and the moon will turn blood 
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red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. 21 But 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 
 


